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“Representing Jesus and His Kingdom” 
Guest Pastor Ed Stetzer





SPEND DAILY TIME WITH GOD AS YOU READ, THINK, PRAY, + ACT.

2026 Focus: 12 Months of Prayer | April: Prayers of Petition

 Each month, journey through a different biblical model of prayer.

Day 1 2 Corinthians 5:11-17 | New Perspective
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 2 Corinthians 5:17

The first-century city of Corinth pulses with noise and ambition. Corinth is a center for trade where people can remake themselves, grow wealth, and chart a new future. Status defines everything—who you know, what you own, and where you stand in the social order. Into this world, Paul writes to a young church. These new believers carry the Corinthian culture, measuring a person by their wealth, connections, and reputation. But Paul pushes back. New life in Christ requires a new perspective, one shaped by the gospel of Jesus. The old categories no longer apply. Something entirely new has taken their place.

Our world isn’t far from Corinth. Every day, social media feeds, news cycles, and cultural voices offer a worldview—who matters, what to fear, and how to measure worth. The way we respond to challenges and pressures reveals our worldview. The truth of Christ’s redemptive work, the Holy Spirit living in us, and our adoption as God’s children should give us a markedly different view than the world around us. People should look at us and wonder what’s different. The Spirit in us changes the way we think, act, and relate to the world. Through the Spirit, we are conformed to Jesus. This shows up in how we hold our convictions, with the same grace and truth that marked Jesus himself. The question is whether we’re more shaped by the world or by the Word and the gospel.

TODAY: Identify one area where the world has been shaping your perspective more than the Word. Bring it to God in prayer and ask him to renew your mind with his Word this week.

Day 2 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 | Mission of Reconciliation
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19

Sin fractures the relationship between God and humanity. Before Christ, there is hostility—people estranged from God, unable to close the gap, and bearing the weight of sin. But God doesn’t wait. He moves first. Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God pays the price for sin and opens the door to restored relationship. Reconciliation isn’t humanity’s achievement; it’s God’s initiative. And now Paul tells the Corinthians this same reconciliation has been entrusted to them. Their restoration isn’t the finish line. It’s the starting line. 

We live in a world full of people who are searching. Some look for identity in their relationships or work. Others carry chronic loneliness or a nagging sense that their lives lack real purpose. They may not name it as separation from God, but that’s what it is. We have what they are looking for. Because God moved toward us first, we can move toward others with the good news of Jesus, treating all people with dignity as image bearers loved by God and worthy of his rescue. God calls us to participate in his rescue mission. 

TODAY: Think of one person in your life who seems far from God. Pray for them by name and ask God to give you an opportunity to share what he has done for you. To grow in confidence sharing your faith, sign up for Ada Bible Academy’s Sharing Your Faith with Confidence course that starts this week. Learn more and register HERE.

Day 3 2 Corinthians 5:20 | Representing Jesus 
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:20
A first-century ambassador carries a specific charge. Sent by a sovereign or community, he travels to a foreign place, represents the one who commissioned him, and stays until the task is complete. He doesn’t freelance or promote his own agenda. His words and actions belong entirely to the one who sent him. When Paul uses this image to describe the Corinthian believers, the weight of it lands hard. These are ordinary people in a city that doesn’t share their values, Lord, or mission. Yet God has entrusted them with his appeal: Be reconciled to God. They carry the message because they carry the Messenger.
God calls us to be his ambassadors in the world. Every relationship, workplace, and neighborhood is a foreign country God sends us into. We always represent someone. The question is who. Being Christ’s ambassador is about who we are, not just what we say. The way we respond to people we disagree with, the patience we extend under pressure, the grace we show while holding our convictions—these communicate something about the One we represent. As we grow in humility, truth, and grace, the character of Jesus becomes visible through us.
TODAY: Identify the relationship or environment you find most challenging to represent Christ well. Bring it to God in prayer and ask him for the specific fruit of the Spirit you need most in that space (Galatians 5:22-23). For more on what it looks like to be Christ’s ambassador, listen to this week’s Beyond the Weekend podcast. Find it wherever you listen to podcasts or on YouTube.
Day 4 2 Corinthians 5:21 | Because of the Cross
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
Paul compresses the entire gospel message into a single verse, and the Corinthians would feel its power. Jesus, the one who lived without a single sin, becomes sin itself on the cross. He absorbs the full penalty of human rebellion so that the people who deserve condemnation can receive righteousness instead. This is the great exchange. The sinless one takes the place of the guilty. The guilty receive the standing of the sinless. Nothing in the Greco-Roman world offers a parallel. No god stoops this low. No sacrifice costs this much. The only possible explanation is God’s perfect, sacrificial love.

The cross still prompts the same question it prompted in Corinth: why would God do that? The answer reshapes everything. We haven’t earned this and never could. Jesus took what we deserved and gave us what he earned. His righteousness becomes ours through faith. And when it does, everything changes. We move from guilty to forgiven, from estranged to adopted, from dead to alive. This is the foundation we build our lives on—not our effort, but his exchange. There is no greater love and no better news. This is what we carry into every relationship, every conversation, and every corner of the world he sends us into. 
TODAY: If you’ve never placed your faith in Jesus, pray and receive his gift now. Confess your sin, trust his sacrifice, and accept his righteousness as your own. If you already follow Jesus, express your gratitude by joining Ada Bible Worship as they sing “God So Loved.” Consider taking your next step of public faith through baptism. Learn more HERE.
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This year in Beyond the Weekend, journey through different biblical models of prayer—one each month. April’s focus is Petition: bringing our needs before God.


This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” Matthew 6:9-12
Jesus teaches his disciples on a Galilean hillside, and a crowd presses in. He has just warned them against praying like the religious leaders who pray long, showy prayers on street corners to win applause or like the pagans who believe more words will move God to listen (Matthew 6:5-8). Jesus cuts through all of it and gives his disciples a pattern. Begin with who God is—Father, holy, sovereign. Then move to petition. Ask for today’s bread, forgiveness, and protection from temptation. Jesus shows his disciples that their Father welcomes honest, specific requests from his children.
Just as Jesus taught his disciples to pray, he teaches us how to bring our real, everyday needs to God. The Lord’s Prayer is not just a script to recite, but it is a model for petition. We begin by fixing our eyes on who God is before we bring what we need. Then we come honestly asking for provision for today, forgiveness of sin, and protection in temptation. We don’t need polished words or an impressive list. We need a willing heart, trusting we have a Father who is ready to listen. When we follow Jesus’s pattern, petition becomes less about getting what we want and more about trusting the One who already knows what we need.
TODAY: Pray through the Lord’s Prayer slowly as your own petition. Pause at each request—daily bread, forgiveness, and protection—and make it specific to what you are facing right now.
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